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NARR/REF A is Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness) memor andum 
approving service stars for the Global ~'lar on Terrorism Expeditionary lvledal . 
REF B is Under Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readiness) memorandum 
approving Operation FREEDOMs SENTINEL as a qualifying operation for award of 
the Global War on Terrorism Expedit i onary Meda l and the Gl obal War on 
Terrorism Service Medal . REF Cis SECNAVINST 1650.1H Navy and Marine Corps 
Awards Manual. // 

RMKS/1 . Th i s ALNAV announces aulhorization of Servi ce Stars for wear on the 
Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal (GWOTEM) and the approval of 
Operations INHERENT RESOLVE and fREEDOMs SENTl NEL as des i gna t ed operations 
for award of the GI'IOTEM per references (a) and (b) . Paragraph two of this 
message recapitulates and updates the enti r e section of reference (c) 
pertaining to the GWOTEM . Paragraph 3 provides additiona l administrative 
guidance . 

2 . Article 420.14 of reference (c) shal l now read as follows : 
Global ~lar on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal 

a . Authorization . E. O. 13289 of 12 ~larch 2003 . 
b . Eligibility Requirements 

(1) Service in direct support o f the Global War on Terrori sm by 
military personnel depl oyed abroad for designated operations in a specified 
area of eligibility (AOE) . The period of el i glbil i ty is 11 September 2001 Lo 
a date to be determined by the Secretary of Defense . 

(2) A Service Member must be permanently assigned, attached, or 
mobi l ized to a unit participating in a designated operation for 30 
consecutive or 60 non-consecutive days . 

(3) Participation as a regularly assigned aircrew member flying 
sorties into, out of, within, or over the AOE in di rec t support of designated 
operations may also qualify for the G~IOTE~I. Each day that one or mor e 
sorties are flown , into , out of , within , or over the AOE sha l l count as one 
day towards the 30 day consecutive or 60 day non - consecutive requirement . 

(4) The follo1•ing are the only exceptions in whi ch a Service Hember 
who does not meet the 30 day consecutive or 60 non-consecutive day 
requirement may be awarded tne GWOTEM : 

(a) Service ~ember was engaged in actual combat against the enemy 
under circumstances i nvolving grave danger of death or serious bodily inj ury 
from enemy act i on; or 

(b) While participating in the designated operation, the Service 
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~ember was either killed, or receiveu wounjs or ir.juries that required 
r:.edlcul evacuaticr. !'rc:r. :he AOE. 
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CSI United Sta:es P~blic Hoa~th Service C~SP~S) officers are eligiol~ 
for •he Gleba~ l·:ar on -:erroris:o Expeditionary Xeda! c:;r:O!E:{) . 

(() Civi!!ans and ~orei~~ rnili:ary person~el are not e!igib!e tor :te 

f''JI"Tt'U 
c. Des!-.nateo Operations and Are •• ~ ot f liq1oil1ty tA::t'l 

(1) The Secretary of Deferse !SEC:EFl desigr.ates the q·Jalifying 
operations for :he G~O:£~ . Re<juests for fu•ure operation designation r:ust ~e 
subrritted from the appropriate Corrbatant Commander to SECDCF, via Ch;irman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff . 

(2) An updated list of GWO'l'i::M qu,;Li tying operations and f.helr 
as~oc1~ 1 ed AOEs is maincained at : 
http: I /pr hom<9. defense . gov /Rf'M/MPP/OEPM/E'·JnCt ions . aspx 
The <'U•rf'r.~ y •ppeoved operations ore: 

( , • Operation ENDURING rREtOOM : ll Sep 01 TBDl 
(b! Operacion IRAQI f'RF:~OOM (19 Mar O:i 31 A~3 :v) 
(C) Operation I'Eio.' CAtl~; ! 1 Sep 10 .H Dec l~l 

: :!) Operaoion t:C>HAO SHAOCl': (5 ~C'V 07 7301 
(e) Opera~i.o!'1 INH<:RENT R!:SOLV" :15 Jur. :.; 7801 
( 0 Opera~~on FRE::OOMs SEtJT!:4E:l. (1 Jan :.5 7801 

( 1 ) Unaer no circu:r.stances wil~ units or persor.nel within the 50 
United States or ·..,!thin 200 naatical rr.iles ct the shores of ~he United States 
oe eligible for the Gr;OTE:~ . 

('J No person is authorized two carr.paign or expeditionary medals tor 
l.he S8me ~cried of deployed service. 

(5) The GWOTEV. is only llUthorized for service within ACqhanistan •nd 
I nq on or before 30 April 200~ . It the que 1 ifying service occur~ eu after 30 
April 2005 within the AOEs !ot the Afghani"tan Campaign Medal (ACM) or Iraq 
Camr•aign Medal (ICMI , the ACM or ICM shall be awarded . See subparagraph (f) 
be l ow for meda l election options if the service occurred on or before 30 
Apri 1 200.~ . 

d. S~bsequen~ Awards and Service S~ars. A Sen·1ce Ste1r is d l/ 16-iN'h 
bronze star ~..,orn on :he suspension rit:bon ina riobor.. oar. Initial award of 
the GW-:lTf.M is the oecial only '"itho•Jt a Ser'lice S::ar . Subseq·.>ent 
<JJ •lifications for the c;>'JTE.H ur.der dil f"rent ope::oatoons are -.Jcnote:l with ,, 
Service S~ar . For exanple, a Servi.:e Me!!l.Oe!' a-..,,rded ~t.e t:.·:o':"&a .. ~ for ar. 
Operation E!l~URH:G fF<.<;OO:·l deployrnon: "'ould "'ear the :r.eaal/ribtcr, only 
Without a Service Star . If the s .. rvlce Me:rter subsequentiy q;;.al! ties tor trP 
G;>DTFH for an Cperat i on !!\HER8~1 RF.SOL'JE jeploy::~ent , a s!nglo Service Star 
w~uld oe worn en <:he :nedal/ribbcn. ::nly one award of the t;;~OTE!~ Z'lay be 
ean••d •-,r each qualifying operation, I<'gard:ess of the nu:r,ber of dep l oyments 
wir l r l h1t operation . A 3116-inc:h si l vL• r Stdr is worn to aenole ( ive 3/16 
in 11 b r onzo s tars . 'l'h ... s policy is retroac:t i ve Lo 11 Septerr,oo • 2001 . 

' ' . Awardi ng Authorily. '!'he GWOTI:M may b<' approved for a 4J Jllfy i ng 
operation within a geographic Combatant Co!l'.mand by the Comrr.J nder at 1 he Navy 
or M,1rinf' Co r ps Component Corr.mand wit hif'l tha~ qeograph ic ConUatant: Corr.:r~ancJ . 
!or exa!'lp l e , NAVCE:NT and MARCE:tll <He the <.ii••OT£~1 approval duthorHies !ot 
~.;alif,ej U. S . Ce"ltral Co!".:rand cperarions. for any operatior. r10t under che 
dlreccion of a 'JeOgraph'c Ccrmat lOt co,.-andl'r , the approval <1\.othority is CNO 
or CMC:. 

Cll Uni• Co~~anain~ Officers stall no~or.a~e q~alifled par:i~lptt.nJ 
~nits or pcrsonne_ , inc+~ding lo~at.on wl•hir. ~he AO~ and spec.!!~ dates 
ser'led in the aes!gna:e<i operation, to the a..:arding a·~:l:ority via the cha!n 
of ccrrnanc1 . A«ard1n9 authorit!.es wlll notify CNC CDNS- 35) or CMC MHMAI , as 
appropriate , o! al~ approval and d1sap~roval a=tions taker. so pormanen: 
recoros Ciln be centrally rr.aintained for future reference . 

(2) '<'/hen award of ~he GWOTEX i ~ approved , Commanding Otf i cers shall 
ensure Lhe:r personnel are lss'led the ~edal (or ServLce Star) and that the 
award i~ properly recorded in t l.n service record. 
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13t cr.e :dr.ia:~.:re o~o~.ze :leet Marine rorce Co:r.bat Cpcration Ins~~nia 
nay be a::thodzed for "'car on tne G"li:>TEM for cen:a~n Sa"y personnel, b"~ only 
if the require::~enu in Chaprer 1, Article 123 are r-et. When this de•.-ice is 
a•Jthorized, apprcpr' ate entry :n~sc be :r.ade l r. t'le service record. 

f . Meaal 8lection Gu delines for ot>rv1ce Prior to 1 Mdy 2~')5 

f1\ P l~..,~h~l~t-~ ~" .,. +-hA ~tJt\'I'~M f"".,. ,1'\.,.V\<"'o ~n 1\ fryh.")n~nAn and Iraq 
lt.urulndU::!d on JU Apri l 200:, . From 1 MJy 2005 t;o a date to be- determined, 
persc-nnel are ellgib~e only for the ACM for service in Afghdt >Lar . From 1 
M>y 2005 to 31 DeceMbet 2011, personnel an· ellgiole only fvr ht C~ for 
service in Iraq. Perscr.nel who earned tt.e G~·;OTEM !'or qua--~~ing s !Vcce ir. 
A!Qh~nistan or ~nq priGr to : :·:ay 2005 shall re:nai:: qua~1fied for the 
GWOTfA\!; hoh'ever-, · ·~ey rr.ay elect. tc receive the A':":!-~ or I,..!-! 1:'\ lieu o! the 
GWOn.:-: for SI.CI" s• · •ice. The e~eccion cC the AQ' o~ :.;v vice 'Ohe GWOTEX 
shall ~e doc~.r".ent·d wi~h an appropriate service rtcord e~try ~iqned oy tne 
nel'!ber. Personnel who elect to retain th" GWO'!EM :'or qualifying service in 
Afghanistan or Iraq pri~r to 1 May 200~ are eJiglble to eatn the ACM or ICM , 
rPspectively , for ~ubsequent deployments . Personnel who met the eligibility 
cd t eria for the GNOTEM and ACM , or the CWOTEM and ICM , during a single 
dPployment must e l ect OLe of these rr.eda l s. N::. ! n<1i vidual may 1 >e issued both 
r,~.ed<ils for che sarr.e period o! service. A perioo of service is defined as a 
single to~r or d~ployaent. 

(2) Service H-eacers rr.ay be awarded both t!"1e GWOTE.': an:l tt<e Global War 
~n ':'error~s:r: Service !o!edal IG;·;cr.s:·:l if n.ey meet the eli:;Jibili ty criteria for 
hath a~ards . The qual~fying per1od of service used :o establ1sh eligib!lity 
lor one a·..,ard cannot be used to establis~. "llgibia;:y :or the other . 

~. Aci.~.:nistrative p , :>1'"-dures . Command! r.g Orticers of qualified units are 
authorized to issue Serv~.ce Star s for t he GWOTEM t o Sai_ors and Marines 
assiqned to their command according t.:> tho criteria in subpardgraph (dt 
above . Co~andlnJ ofrtcers shall ensure appropriate Electronic Service 
Pe=ord (ESR) entric- w.•h•n cte Navy SL~~dar~ Integrated P~rscnnel Systerr 
(!:SIPS) or Mar.ne Corp~ Total force Sysce~ IMCTf"S) entr:es are rn.ie to 
properly reflect awarJ of the GWOTE.V. Wlth the au~torized n~er of Service 
Stars . Ccnoandinq Off1ce~s sha!! ensure ttat eac~ Service Ke~r approaching 
the end o: :1is/her active obligateo sen·ice has a ... ard eligibility reviewed 
a:1<i updated so the 00-214 ·..,!.ll accura:ely ref!ect all authorized G;;o:EM 
SP.rvice Stars . 

a . Navy perso~tnel who have been di:sC'LaJged o r retired and desire t.o have 
their award eligibility updated in their o f ficial records must ~ubmit a 
wtitLen request indics l ing un i t and dates assiqned, along w1th 41 current 
mailing address and copy of the undeletei version of their DD-214 , to 

Navy Personnel Co~7 •nd (PERS-312) 
5720 Integrity Jrive 
l·!illin3:o~ . • 'il\ 380SS-3:20. 

If available , supp<>rtin~ docu!rentaticr. s">cw!ng qualifying service shot:!ci be 
i ncludeo . 

b. Marines who have been retired or Ji .:>charged without rurt.hor obligated 
service must suLmiL their requests to Man~?wer Management Dlvls1on , Mi litary 
Aw.1rds Branch (MMNM , 2008 Elliot Road , Ou1ntioo, VA 22134-~030. Mari nes •,;he 
t1 1ve been rele~sed frcm act~ve duty with furthAr obligate~ se t vice , but not 
ir~ an act.!.ve dr~.:. ng slatus (e . g ., IRR t 1tu ) , Z"tust sub~it their requests 
t.o the r-~arine c rp·{ t·~cbiliza:.~or. Corr.~a"'ld , 1!- J 3 Ar.arews Road, Kansas City, ~, 
6Un-1201. All re1ues:s !or the G".~on.M nus~ -o::lucie the following : cc-p~ vf 
CC-214, ur.ot and dates se"ved ir. q~alityinJ op~rat~ons, an1 any ether 
cJocune:"ltatl.on :o verity service in the AO!: l•' · il · • orders, personal award 
citations , etc.). 

c. Questions reqardir.g eligio1lity should be addressee to CNO (0NS - 35t 
or CM::: (MY.MAt , as app·opriate . 
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L Release::! by Ray Mao~.:s , Secretary of ~he 11avy . // 
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