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:-IARR/REf A IS l:llOER SECR2TI\i'Y Of DEFUlSE IFERSC~:t;EL At;:> READINE~Sl t~EHO 

APPROVING OPERATION FREE:>CX ' S SENTINf.L AS A QUALIFYI~G OPERA7ICN FCR AWARD OF 
THF: AFGHANISTAN CA..V.PAIGN MEDAL . R!-:F B IS SECNAVINS:' :i650 . 1H NAVY AI>D MARINE 
COI\P::' A»AHDS t'.AN!JAL. I I 

POC/LT K, AH LER/NDBDM/LOC : '.-lASH DC/ l'EI, : 20:?.-685- SH l / I 

RMKS/l. Pe r re f e r e nce (a ) , ~he qua l ifyirq Afghanis tan Campaign Medl l (ACMl 
operation~ . campaign p hases , and associated incl usive da ~es are as follows : 

Operation Incl usive Dates 
E~JCURI tl • !'RE:::oo~ ll Sep 2001 - 31 Dec 2014 
FREEDOM's SEt-ITit:EL Ol Jan 2015 - TB:J 

CU~Faiqn Phase Ir.clusive Oates 
Libcrat1on o! Afq~anis:an 11 Sep 2001 - 30 ~~o~: 2001 
Ccnsol1tia:!on I 01 Doc 2001 - 3C Sep 20G6 
Ccr.!lo! i::u~ion I! 01 Oct 2006 - 30 :;ov 2009 
Cct.so!itil:.ion III 01 Ucc 2009 - 30 Ju,-, 2011 
Tr~nsi t icn • nl llul . 2011 - 31 Dec 2014 
Transi t lor •r :r rar 2015 - TBD 

Ou.J .1.fyi 11g ACM opera tions , carr.paiqn phases , ano associ ated inc l usive. da Les 
cdn also bo viewe d at : http: //prhome . defe n•e . gov/RfM/MPP/OEPM/f"un.· t Jons . fl~px 

2 . Camp >ign s'ars are worn on the J,~~ for oach campaign phase i n wh l ch t he 
service me:r.Der pa rticipated. Qr.ly cne ...:.arrpa .... gn star i s au:horizcd for e".ict't 
ph>Se. C~~paign s t ars d esignate the nJMber Of car-.pa i gn p n JSeS in which 8 

service rrel'bPr has par:~cipated an~ do not represen t subsequer.t awards oE the 
ACt•: . '!'he ce~p3igr. s::a r is a 3/16-lnch brcr.ze star worn on the s1.spcnsion 
ribbon ond rU:con bar . A i/16- ic.ch si.ver s:ar is "orn to denote !be ~/16-
inch bronze stns . El.Jioidty criteria :or ~»ar<i o: the ACH C'Ontair.ed lr 
refP. r ence (b) rerna~n ~cha~ged . 

3. :'ailors or ~ar~nes who q~alitie" tcr tl:e Global :-;ar on Terrorism 
Expediticr.ery :~edal (GWOTE:Xl for deployments to Af ghanistan prior to 
1 Mdy 2005 may still e lect to receive the ACM in lieu o! the Gl'iOTt;M, l'er 
Article 420 . 14 of ref e r ence (b) . Those camp~ign phases in which the S11ilor 
or Marine participated cturlng that deployn.ent wi ll be used to dP.t.errr1ine 
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campaign scars for the ACM . Ho•;~ever , if the Sailor or Marine elected to 
retain the GWOTEN for a deployment prior to 
1 May 2005 , t hat deployment period will not be used to determine campaign 
stars for a subsequent ACM awarded . 
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a . Navy Personnel . Commanding Officers exercising Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medal awarding authority are authorized to award the ACM and 
campaign stars . Commands shall make the appropriate service record entries 
and issue the medals and campaign stars . Navy personnel attached to DoD, 
Joint ', or other non-DON commands who believe they meet the eligibility 
criteria should have their command confirm ellgibility and submit the 
appropriate service record documentation . The service record entry made at 
the time of the initial award of the ACM will also serve to authorize the 
first campaign star(s) . Additional campaign stars require a subsequent 
service record entry documenting the first day of qualifying service in that 
designated phase for the ACM. Commanding Offi cers whose units meet the 
criteria for the ACM must submit their unit name with start and end dates in 
the Area of Eligibility to CNO <DNS-35) for reporting to NDA\iiS . The 
miniature bronze Fleet Marine force Combat Operation emblem may be authorized 
for qualified Navy personnel who have engaged in actual combat ; see Chapter 
1 , Article 123 of reference (b) . 

b . Marine Corps Personnel . Unit Commanders are authorized to issue the 
ACl1 and campaign stars to personnel permanently assigned who meet the 
eligibility criteria . Commands shall make appropriate entries in the MCTFS 
and service record and issue the medals and campai gn stars . ~arines attached 
to DoD, Joi nt , or other non-DON corrmands shall submit confirming 
documentation to their administrative chain of command for recording in MCTFS 
and entry into their Official Military Personnel File . The service recor d 
entry made at the time of the ini tial award will also serve to authorize Lhe 
first campaign star {s) . Additional campaign scars require a subsequent 
service record entry documenting the first day of qual i fying service i n that 
designatea phase for the ACM. 

5 . Released by Ray Mabus , Secretary of the Navy.// 
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